November 19, 2007

Dear Utah Citizen Corps Councils,

This letter is to inform you that the Utah Commission on Volunteers has received award notification from the Utah Department of Public Safety/Division of Homeland Security for Fiscal Year 2007 Citizen Corps Program Grant funds in the amount of $180,820.  

The Utah Citizen Corps Council, which serves as a subcommittee of the Utah Commission on Volunteers, has determined that the 2007 Citizen Corps Program Grant funds will be utilized at the state level to provide training and conferences for local and regional Citizen Corps Councils in 2007-2008.  These will include state and regional Citizen Corps trainings, a Teen CERT Train-the-Trainer, Volunteer Coordination Center training, and a joint conference with the Utah Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (UVOAD) and the Utah Emergency Management Association (UEMA).
The FY2007 Citizen Corps Program Grant funds will also be utilized to support the placement and training of 18 VISTA members (Volunteers in Service to America) in the Be Ready Utah VISTA Project, a continuation of the Utah Citizen Corps VISTA Project.  These VISTA members have proven invaluable in their service to local communities by establishing and supporting Citizen Corps councils and programs, assisting emergency managers in preparedness efforts, and promoting the Be Ready Utah campaign and other community outreach efforts.  

The U. S. Department of Homeland Security requires that states receiving Citizen Corps Program funds establish a Citizen Corps Council to coordinate citizen preparedness and participation in planning, training, and exercises. The Utah Citizen Corps Council was established in March of 2003, under the joint leadership of the Utah Division of Homeland Security and the Utah Commission on Volunteers, with governmental and non-governmental representatives as required.  Federal guidelines also support the state administrative costs inherent in the management of the Citizen Corps program.

There is no federal requirement in the FY2006 and FY2007 Citizen Corps Program Grant guidelines for the pass through of funds to local councils; however, the Utah Citizen Corps Council elected to pass through 80% of CCP funds to local communities for the establishment and support of local Citizen Corps Councils in FY2004, FY2005 and FY2006.  To date, approximately 80% or $111,000 of the FY2006 grants awarded to local Citizen Corps councils last year are still available for reimbursement to those councils until February of 2008.  

In the past three years, the number of Citizen Corps councils has grown from 13 to 70.  During the same period, federal funding for Citizen Corps in Utah decreased from $426,000 in 2004 to $180,820 in 2007.  This necessitates local support for local councils.

The Utah Citizen Corps Council will continue to support the establishment of new Citizen Corps councils using the chartering process which was established in 2006.  New Citizen Corps councils may apply for up to $1,000 in start-up funds after completion of the Chartering process. This will be accomplished utilizing supplemental funds from the Utah Department of Public Safety/Division of Homeland Security in the amount of $42,000.  A portion of those supplemental funds is also earmarked for the pillar programs of Citizen Corps.

Your efforts to increase sustainability of your local Citizen Corps councils have been successful. We wish you continued progress towards accomplishing the mission of Citizen Corps - bringing community leaders together to coordinate the involvement of citizens in emergency preparedness, planning, mitigation, response, and recovery.

Sincerely,
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Kathy Smith

Executive Director

Utah Commission on Volunteers
